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was hazardous. We have seen how illustrious were the names enlisted in
it. The time had passed when the consul could venture, after the manner of
an Ahala or an Opimius, to draw his sword, call the citizens to follow him,
and rush holdly upon the men whom the senate had denounced as its foes.
Though the nobles still claimed this power for their chief magistrate in the
last resort, it contravened a principle which the people would never consent
to surrender, which gave to every citizen accused of a capital crime the
right of appealing to the tribes. Caesar and Crassus, if not themselves con-
nected with the conspirators, were doubtless on the watch to thwart the
slightest stretch of prerogative against them. On the other hand the dan-
ger was becoming imminent. The conspirators had almost completed their
preparations, and collected their magazines of arms. They had fixed the
day for the intended outbreak, and assigned to each man his proper post

and office. The veterans of Etruria, of Samnium, and Uinbria, long since
solicited by their emissaries, were flocking to their appointed rendezvous.
The fleet in the port of Ostia was supposed to be gained, and insurrections
were promised both in Africa and Spain. All the legions of the repub-
lic were with Pompey in the East, or ctispersed in other provinces; the city
itself was not defensible for a day, and even the fortresses on the Capitoline
and Janiculum retained only the tradition of their ancient strength. Rome
had neither a garrison nor a police; all her citizens were soldiers, and with
no foreign enemy to fear she had neglected to provide against the danger-
ous ambition of her own children. At the moment concerted the various
bodies of insurgents were to advance against her, and their accomplices
within the city were to fire it in a hundred places.
Fortunately for the state, two proconsuls, Marcius Rex and Metellus
Creticus, arrived at this moment from the East with some legionary forces,
and awaited at the gates of the city the triumph which they demanded of
the Senate. Marcius was immediately directed against Mallius, Catiline's
lieutenant in Etruria ; Metellus was ordered to make head against the insur-
gents in Apulia. Some hasty levies were despatched at the same time co check
the advance of the men of Pieenum. Measures were promptly taken for re-
moving the gladiators from Capua, and distributing them in small numbers
among the neighbouring towns. Rome was placed, according to the modern
phrase, in a state of siege. Citizens were enrolled and armed guards posted
at th* gates, the walls and streets patrolled; Cicero assumed command.